
Fort Polk Heritage Project Coloring Book 



We will not forget our Heritage Families for they are unsung heroes  
who surrendered their homes and way of  life for the sake of  this nation. 

THE FORT POLK   
HERITAGE PROJECT 

Recognize, Honor, and Memorialize 

What is the scope of this program? 

The Heritage Family Project recognizes, honors, 
and memorializes the sacrifices made by families 
that formerly occupied land that is now Fort 
Polk. It serves as a regional outreach effort to 
capture, archive, and share their rich cultural 
past. 

Who is included? 

The Heritage Project includes those displaced 
persons who are still living, their families, and 
the descendants of anyone who previously lived 
on Fort Polk lands between 1820 and 1941. 
. 



 

Fort Polk Heritage Project: 
 Coloring Book 

This is a preliminary version of a children’s activity 
book that will be released at the 2009 Heritage Day. 
 
The images in this book were traced from photos that 
have been donated to the Heritage Family Collection 
over the past two years. 
 
The updated version of this book will include many 
more Heritage Families. There will also be educational 
games and reading passages to teach young children 
about the history of this region. 



Wash Day 

Maydella and Versie Bass teach 
their little brother, Vernon “Leo” 
Bass, how to wash clothes in with 
water they had to haul from the 
creek.  



Harvest Time 
In 1928 Flaudie Mae 
Monk Nixon was 11 
years old. She helped 
pick cotton on her 
family’s farm in Six 
Mile, LA. 



Transportation 

While on vacation 
in the 1920’s 
Marion Monroe 
Whitley had his 
picture taken on a 
wagon pulled by a 
steer.  



Transportation 

Bill Craft 
goes for a 
ride in his 
1928 Model A 
Ford Phaeton.  



Spinning 

Jerry and Mary 
Smith use a   
spinning wheel to 
turn cotton into 
yarn. 



Fiddlesticks 
The man on the 
right, John 
Swain, won the 
Vernon Parish 
fiddle        
championship in 
the 1930s.  
The man on the 
left, who is           
unknown, plays    
fiddlesticks on 
John’s fiddle, 
or violin. 



Marriage 

Malacaiah 
Haymon and 
Arena 
Cornley were 
married in 
1911. 



Marriage 

Gilbert Newton 
Jeane and   
Margaret   
Caroline Cryer  
were married in  
1910. 



Family 

John Swain and Della Cryer were 
married in 1938. Della is holding 
their first child Betty Sue. 



School 

Whiskachitta School was   
attended by many students 
who grew up on Whiskachitta 
Creek. 
  



World War One 

When Marrion 
Monroe Cryer, Sr. 
enlisted in the 
Army he spent 
the first three 
years of his    
military career in 
the cavalry. 



World War Two 

 Like many other 
children Skip Cryer 
and his sister 
Maxine had to  
practice wearing 
their gas masks in 
case the U.S. was 
attacked. 



World War Two 
During WWII Americans had to 
use  ration stamps to buy the goods 
that they needed. Different 
stamps were made for food, gas, 
sugar, and tires. Red stamps were 
used to buy meat and blue stamps 
were to buy non-meat foods.   

The stamp on the right 
could be used to buy bacon. 
What color should it be? 
 
The stamp on the left 
could be use to buy flour. 
What color should it be? 





The Heritage Project staff  is attempting to compile an 
historic archive of  pictures and documents related to 
each of  the families and homesteads.  If  you have     
pictures or other pertinent documents that would be 
valuable to the Heritage Collection, our professional 
staff  can make digital copies of  them and return them 
safely to you.  For more information, contact Heritage 
Project staff  at (337) 531-0916.  

Heritage Project Points of  Contact: 

Michelle McKenzie 
(337) 531-0916 

cecelia.mckenzie@us.army.mil    
 

M.M. “Skip” Cryer  
(337) 531-0916 

marrion.cryer@conus.army.mil 
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